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In 1997, community and
business leaders, as well as
residents of Escondido
formed a grassroots, non-
partisan, non-profit Political
Action Committee designed
to represent and assist the
"average resident” of
Escondido. These
individuals determined our
elected representatives
MUST serve the best
interests of the citizens and
not the best interests of
"special interest (groups)".

Our members are all
volunteers (no special
interest groups) who commit
themselves to act and
support  residents. The
ultimate goals is to help
ensure all residents of
Escondido and optimum
“Quality of Life”.

One objective of the making them changes both the
Escondido Chamber of maker and the destination”.

Citizens is to preserve the .

integrity and ir?tent of the Th? Escondido Chamber of
Escondido General Plan C_l'glzens can help assure thgt
through  political ancj citizens are heard and their
community effort, with a interests are representgd. We
particular focus on land use are prOl.Jd to stanq united with
and quality of life issues our frlend_s;, nelghpors and
(such as schools, our 9olleagues in E_scondldo. We
environment and safety). just need one thing, your voice.
The Escondido Chamber of
Citizens  believes that
Community Outreach is vital
to a balanced community.
We commit to events which
promote unity.

The author, John Schaar
wrote, “The future is not
some place we are going to,
but one we are creating.
The paths to it are not found,
but made, and the activity of
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Westfield North County Mall Expansion

Westfield North County has
proposed a 445,000 sqg. ft.
expansion to the mall, as per
the request of the real estate
investment firms that owns
the mall.

TRIP (Traffic Relief is
Possible) members Michele
Ann Mareck and Pam Stahl
have been watching the
proposal closely and have
the following update:

Michele Ann and Pam
recently learned that the
Escondido planning staff is
using the University
Westfield “green aspects”

expansion proposal (recently their comments on the
approved by the San Diego consultant's EIR draft Once
City Council on 7/29/08), as the Planning Department has
a reference tool, as determined the EIR is ready for
Escondido’s planning staff release to the public, citizens
looks at the North County will have the opportunity to
Westfield expansion. review and comment on the
environmental document. The
review period is 45 days. The
EIR document is projected to
be released in late December
early January.

(Michele Ann and Pam have
been keeping abreast of the
benefits of sustainability
through their contact with
the California Center for
Sustainable Energy, CCSE.) For more info, call Michele
Ann @ 760-480-6424 or visit

As  per Barbara  Redlitz, www.escondidochamberofcitizens.org

assistant planning director,
the Planning Division is in
the process of finalizing

~ Michele Ann Mareck and Pam Stahl




The Escondido Chamber of Citizens endorses City Council
Candidates Diaz & Barron

The Escondido Chamber of
Citizens is proud to announce
the political action committee’s
endorsement of Olga Diaz and
Richard Barron for Escondido

i This campaign included

member-to-member
initiatives, mailings,
phone bank operations,
marketing via our web

City Council.

Your Vote is Your Voice!

site. and door-to-door
visits to city residents on

Once the Escondido Chamber
of Citizens endorses a candidate, we
immediately begin to coordinate an
aggressive grassroots field operation on
behalf of the candidate.

About Olga Diaz

behalf of the candidates.

This election is the most important facing
our city in years and we urge members
and citizens to vote. At stake is whether

the current council will be allowed to
maintain a pro-development/pro-business
majority, or will we have a more
balanced council. There are also several
significant propositions up for vote.
Please Vote and Support Our City.
The Escondido Chamber of Citizens
strongly encourages all to cast their ballot
in favor of Olga Diaz and Richard
Barron.

~ ECOC Elections Committee

The Escondido Chamber of Citizens
enthusiastically endorses Olga Diaz for
Escondido City Council. Olga has
demonstrated a longstanding commitment
to the ideals of working people. Her
platform of Championing Small
Business, Investing in Public Safety,
Insisting on Fiscal Responsibility, and
Enhancing a Family Friendly City,
dovetail perfectly with our own ideals
and goals. With a degree in Accounting
and a background in Auditing, she is
perfectly suited to wunderstand and
recommend solutions to the City’s
current financial problems. As a Small
business owner, she has invaluable
insight into the needs of our business
community. Further, the Chamber of
Citizens believes that it is imperative the
Latino population of Escondido, which

encompasses over forty percent of the
city’s population, be fairly represented at
City Hall. We believe Olga Diaz is the
perfect candidate to bridge the divide that
has been created by the current City
Council and we wholeheartedly endorse
her candidacy.

...About Olga Diaz
BACKGROUND

- Public Accounting -
PriceWaterhouseCoopers
- Institutional Researcher -

Santa Clara University

- Business Owner-

Blue Mug Coffee and Tea

(2 locations in Escondido)

About Richard Barron

- Founding member-
Escondido Charitable Foundation
QUALIFICATIONS
- Expertise in the fields of Auditing,
Accounting, and Research.

- Successful entrepreneur
and local business owner.

- Bilingual - fluent in English and Spanish.
EDUCATION
- Bch of Science
and Commerce Degree in Accounting-
Santa Clara University

...and in ECOC’s view, Education includes:
Mother of Four ...and
Wife to an Escondido Police Lieutenant

A Champion for Escondido!

Rarely do the citizens of a small city
(such as ours) have the opportunity to
elect the former CEO of a $100 million
dollar publicly traded company, to the
City Council. Escondido has that
opportunity and The Chamber of Citizens
eagerly endorses Richard Barron for City
Council. Richard has keen insight into the
fiscal needs of the city. His platform
statement, “I will work to broaden the tax
base to reduce dependence on sales tax
revenue” demonstrates a deep
understanding of the current financial
challenges our city faces. Just as the
Chamber believes “growth should pay for
itself” and that “infrastructure needs to be

improved prior to new development”,
Richard made it a major issue of his
campaign to upgrade water and sewer
services to support potential new growth.
He has also made “Working to protect the
environment” a major part of his platform
and this is something the Chamber, by
definition, endorses. We believe the
candidacy of
Richard Barron is a
golden opportunity
the citizens cannot
pass up and we
therefore give our
strong endorsement
to Richard Barron

for City Council.

...About Richard Barron
BACKGROUND
- Manufacturing Operations
- Management Consulting
QUALIFICATIONS
- President/CEO of numerous technology
companies
- Director of Manufacturing Operations
for Northern Telecom
- Local successful Business Owner
EDUCATION
- B.Sc.., London University
- International Marketing, Harvard
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ECOC’s Consideration of All Council Candidates

The ECOC carefully considered
the candidacy of Dennis French
and Chuck Voelker and of the
incumbents Sam Abed and Ed
Gallo.

“Great people are Hhose wio
make others feel that they,

too;, can become great:

were most commendable.
The ECOC would definitely
consider supporting Mr.
French, should he choose to
run in the next election.

~ Mark Twain

We concluded that Mr. Voelker

has essentially the same core platform as
Abed and Gallo, including an extreme
dislike for Proposition S. On several
occasions, Mr. Voelker has stated that if
elected, he would immediately “repeal Prop
S”; (this position, of course, goes against
the core beliefs of the Escondido Chamber
of Citizens). While Mr. Voelker’s
exuberance and desire to serve are notable,
we are unable to support his candidacy.

Dennis French’s platform was admirable;
particularly his position of applying
common sense solutions to avoid complex,
costly and onerous legislation. His
community involvement and volunteerism

The Chamber contemplated
the candidacy of incumbents Sam Abed and
Ed Gallo and concluded we oppose the re-
election of these incumbents. Reasons
include their opposition to Proposition S,
support of business over the needs of the
taxpayers and their interminable support of
rapid development regardless of current
infrastructure deficiencies. The incumbents
habit of fee breaks and fee freezes for
residential development has continued to
drain our monetary resources.  Their
tendency to cut city services and
department funding, in order to try to
balance the budget, is a disservice to the
residents (especially, when the incumbents
have promoted council pay raises and

increases in gas allowances for themselves
and they offered as an “incentive”, $18.9
million dollars in taxpayer money (to an out
-of-town developer) for a downtown hotel.
The incumbent’s records include the city’s
current self-inflicted deficit, the years-long
employee-hiring freeze, the ill-conceived,
illegal and costly Rental Ban (abandoned by
the council within 2 months of its adoption)
and the proposed costly and burdensome
Overnight Parking Ordinance. The
incumbent’s actions have harmed the city,
divided the population and caused
considerable damage to the city’s
reputation. Without a doubt, the Escondido
Chamber of Citizens does not and will not
support the incumbents’ run for City
Council.

~ Delores McQuiston , ECOC Elections Committee Member

“Proposed” Residential Overnight Restriction Parking Ordinance

After more than three hours of discussion
on Sept.10, the Escondido City Council
could not reach a final decision on the
controversial overnight parking ordinance, a
parking ban that would affect
approximately 64 percent of the city's
residents. | urge fellow citizens to continue
voicing their opposition to City Council
members about this ordinance.

The council has not proved the need for this
ban with any empirical or factual evidence;
rather, it has relied on personal observations
to justify this unwarranted new
bureaucracy. Council Members Sam Abed,
Ed Gallo and Marie Waldron have
completely disregarded the findings and
recommendations of the $49,000 (taxpayer-
funded) Walker Study.

The consultant's report on parking states:
"Our survey of parking occupancies
indicates that impacted parking conditions
on residential streets are a localized and not
a widespread problem, confined to a
relatively small number of streets in two of
the eight tiers surveyed, Central and
Midway.

"Although more detailed analysis is
required, such as an inventory of the
housing supply, in general it appears that
these same tiers also contain a significant
share of the city's multi-family residences.
In other words, the higher density of parked
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cars may simply be a reflection of the
higher density of residents in these areas."

The Walker Study is clear that (per
standards of the industry) there is only a
problem on 46 of the more than 1,500 street
segments surveyed. Keep in mind, Walker
is the same firm the city used for the
Marriott downtown parking study, a study
that they defended in court.

To add insult to injury, only eight of the 21
city neighborhoods were even surveyed,
and several neighborhoods with impacted
streets were left out of the banned area.
Also, it is bothersome to

likelihood land the city in court.

While the council now states that the
ordinance is a quality of life and safety
issue, it previously stated publicly that the
ban was a tool to fight overcrowding caused
by illegal immigration, thus making the
case for any attorney who opposes the city
in court.

The evidence against this ordinance is so
overwhelming, it can only be surmised that
the council is using the parking ordinance to
further a personal agenda. They would do
well to stop and consider the likely
consequences.

note the council has taken
to calling the ban area
"the Urban Core Parking
District," since the North
Broadway neighborhood
is one of the northernmost
boundaries of the city.

I wonder if they are
willing to say the

The Walker Study is clear
that (per standards of the
industry) there is only a
problem on 46 of the more
than 1,500 street segments
surveyed.

Definitely, parking ordinances
are legal and other cities have
employed them. There are
residents who live on impacted
streets that need help.

However, the proposed ban
penalizes innocent, law-abiding
residents.

Brookside Development

and the Reidy Creek Golf Course (within
the North Broadway neighborhood) are
likewise located in the “Urban Core*?

Our City Council doesn't understand that
enacting an ordinance that has not been
substantiated with facts flies in the face of
the California Constitution and will in all

Again, 1 call on my fellow
citizens to continue opposing this arbitrary
and capricious ordinance.

~ Kurt R. Nunez, Escondido
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Escondido’s General Plan

The Escondido General Plan is the "statement
of long-range public policy to guide the use of
private and public lands within a
community's boundaries”. It is the
document that ‘"reflects the|
aspirations and values of its |
residents and is adopted by the
elected representative". It is
considered the “Constitution" of
Escondido.

Our General Plan - Our Constitution! | outspoken

process. The Escondido Chamber of Citizens
has already let our City Council know that
ECOC members are available
serve on the
"Citizen's Panel".

Of special concern to the
update of the General Plan is
the current City Council’s
opposition to

The City Council is in the process of updating
the General Plan. They have stated that they
will involve public input in the update

Proposition S, an amendment
to the General Plan. This amendment was
approved by the majority vote and adopted in
1998.

The Benefits of Proposition S

Would you or your group like to be a part of
the update process? Would you like to help
ensure balance in the update? If so, it is
important to contact the Escondido City
Council @ the following address:
CityCouncil@escondido.org

It is vital that the voices of the average citizens
are heard! Please join the Escondido Chamber
of Citizens in this process ~ one that affects
Our Future and the Future of Our Loved Ones
— call your City Council @ 760-839-4880 or e
-mail them, today.

Proving the benefits of Prop. S is difficult,
because it is essentially proving a negative.
That is, it’s what Prop. S has prevented
from happening that makes Prop. S. so
valuable.

Without Prop. S, Escondido’s hillsides
would probably have been paved with
cookie-cutter housing projects, her plains
dotted with high-density apartment
buildings, her avenues lined with even more
strip malls, her schools even more over-
crowded, her police and fire departments

more over stretched, and her population
approaching a half million people.

One hint of what an Escondido might look
like without Proposition S is visible with a
short drive down Escondido Blvd, between
Washington and Third, where one can view
two uncompleted Condominium Project
eyesores. The present City Council “down-
zoned” commercial property to high-density
residential—a change allowed by Prop. S,
because the authors of Prop. S never
envisioned any Council would be so

The Loch Ness Monster and Proposition S

foolish. This foolishness is a demonstration
of how a developer can manipulate a
friendly City Council majority to do what is
in the developer’s interest, not the public’s
interest.

~ Margaret McCown Liles

“Difficulties mastered

are opportunities won.”

- Winston Churchill

On September 25th, 2008, the Escondido
Chamber of Citizens was shocked to learn
that our own City’s council representatives
went out of their way to speak out against
Escondido’s Proposition S (adopted in
1998) and San Marcos’ proposed Prop O
(on the Nov. ’08 ballot). They did so to
support San Marcos Mayor Jim Desmond,
who opposes Prop O. (Ref: North County
Times story: Slow-growth Initiative
Criticized, 9.26.08).

Not only is it insulting that our council has
steadily rejected our voter

community.  This claim by Daniels is
easily found to be absolutely FALSE! The
Escondido Chamber of Commerce placed
numerous full-page newspaper ads, in
which they attacked the Escondido’s
proposed initiative, for more than one year!
Visit the North County Times archives and
reference the following dates: Sept.24,
1997 and Sept. 23, Oct. 7 and 28, 1998.
Even still, more than 60% of the voters
approved the initiative.

Poway, Solano Beach and Del Mar have
similar initiatives, as Escondido’s

approved initiative, but it is
exceptionally insulting to
blame Escondidio’s economic
woes on Proposition S.

= n

Prop S.  These cities are very
prosperous indicating that the
initiatives have not hurt their
economic growth, as Escondido’s

In typical Escondido City

Council fashion, they complained about
the economic consequences of Prop S, but
supplied no evidence to support their
argument (i.e. no Escondido studies have
been conducted).  Councilman Daniels
exclaimed that the Escondido business
community wasn’t as organized or
prepared as the San Marcos business

politicians claim that it has hurt ours.
These initiatives vary to a degree, but all
have the same basic core foundation — to
control growth outside the guideline of the
General Plan, by allowing voter input.
Escondido’s Prop S was modeled after
Poway’s Prop FF.

All  five current Escondido Council
Members oppose Proposition S. They feel

that it 'impedes' their policy agenda. It
doesn’t appear to have affected their agenda
of rezoning commercial property to mixed
use residential nor has it affected their
agenda of condo conversions and the
addition of over 2,500 residential units to
our housing stock, in the last four years.

There are many myths about Prop S — it’s
like the Loch Ness Monster — some say it is
a real “monster”, but noone can provide
tangible proof. Visit our web site:
www.escondidochamberofcitizens.org  to
read more about the myths surrounding
growth and the affects of growth initiatives.
Refer to the Citizen‘s Toolbox page,

reference  "Urban Growth Means Lower
Taxes...and Other Myths" by Donella
Meadows.

Prop S is a blessing in disguise. The
miserable state of our national housing
market has affected our economy most
negatively. Without Prop S, our
infrastructure, our water supply, our sewer
capacity, our home values and financial
situation would be even more depressed.
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Big Lies Told About Proposition S

The speculators and their friends who
oppose Proposition S are telling three big
lies.

Big lie No. 1: Prop. S reduces a
neighborhood’s chances of opposing an
unwanted development. A developer can
use big money to buy an election because
people in other parts of town won’t care
about your neighborhood. With the present
system, you and your neighbors can present
your case before the Planning Commission
and Council, who will carefully consider
your concerns.

The truth: Prop. S came about precisely
because previous councils ignored the
concerns of neighborhoods. Prop. S does
not change any of the mechanisms that
protect your rights. A project will pass
through the same steps as before and you
will still have the same right to be heard at
all points. You still have the right to
present your concerns to the Planning
Commission and the council and they still
have the right to try to negotiate changes to
mitigate these concerns. The only
difference is that after the Planning
Commission and the council have approved
the general plan amendment, it must be
submitted to the voters for final approval.
The impacts of a bad project can be felt all
over town and the voters are smart enough
to know that NIMBY really stands for Next

time It Might Be You.

Big lie No. 2: Prop. S will prevent the
revitalization of run-down neighborhoods
and run-down business and commercial
areas. It will kill jobs.

The truth: Prop. S does not prevent the
revitalization of any run-down
neighborhoods. Business and commercial
zones are not affected by Prop. S at all.
Excess commercial land can be changed to
industrial or mixed use by a simple vote of
the council. Residential neighborhoods can
be revitalized as long as the number of
dwellings per acre is not increased beyond
what the general plan allows. Since most of
our run-down neighborhoods are already
areas of high density, it is unlikely that any
sensible plan would call for even more
density, particularly if the intent is to attract
upscale residents. There is still adequate
land available for all types of housing
sufficient to accommodate another 40,000
residents without any changes to the general
plan.  This is sufficient to meet our
projected growth to the year 2020. Do we
really want more?

Big lie No. 3: Prop. S is un-American and
bad government. Representatives should be
allowed to work without interference. If
council members approve unwise projects,
they can be voted out of office at the next
election.

The truth: The initiative process has been
around for about 100 years and it purpose is
to protect us from bad government and that
includes candidates who promise one thing
and deliver another. Checks and balances
are the American way. Presently, it only
takes three votes on the council to severely
affect your property values. With Prop. S
the potential tyranny of those three votes —
something that longtime residents have
experience firsthand on many occasions — is
balanced by a vote of the people. Because
council members serve four-year terms,
when you finally have a chance to vote
someone out, the damage has been done
and cannot be undone. Past councils have
approved far too many low-quality
apartments, strip malls, and other fast-buck
schemes over the objections of neighbors.
Without Prop. S it will happen again. As
Albert Einstein said, the world will not
evolve past it current state of crisis by using
the same thinking that created the situation.

~ Niel Lynch

(This forum was originally printed September 30,
1998, in the North County Times.)

Prop S, Opportunities and Education — A School Teacher’s View

Last month my mayor and city
councilman  falsely accredited their
Economic Plan's woes to the 1998 voter-
initiated amendment to the Escondido
General Plan. (S.D.U.T. "Escondido
Politicians Criticize Initiative", 9/26/'08)
That proposition, ("Prop. S"), removed
certain General Plan density-change
powers from the hands of the Council and
put them back in the direct control of
Escondido voters. The fact is that the
amendment over the past 10 years has
beneficially influenced our growth. These
misrepresentations were made to - and at
the invitation of - the San Marcos City
Council, which is itself now using all its
‘establishment’  tools to prevent the
success of its own town's grass-roots
movement to give San Marcos voters
some direct controls over certain aspects
of their general plan. Are such factual -
and essential - misrepresentations of our
Escondido General Plan ‘'good
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governance?' Are they made in honest
service to the best interests of our city
and of our neighbors...?

In 2006, High Tech High - a nationally
respected public charter school - made a
modest but reasonable offer on land in
the heart of the low-
income neighborhood which our current
city council has long wished would go
away. High Tech High's commitment is
to excellent education for all students.
Its San Diego schools (easily
visited) actively demonstrate that. Their
proposal for our community was made
with genuine enthusiasm and respect- and
a proven record. Us? We needed a new
high school. The neighborhood needed
basic, long-term change which would
truly serve its families - and therefore,
ultimately all of Escondido's families.
The cost was minimal; the benefits clear.
Our council voted "no."

As a long-time school teacher and

Escondido resident, | urgently hope we
Escondidans will cast our ballots in
sufficient numbers to seat new council
members - council people who will do
their homework and hold to principles
that truly serve our city's best
interests. The records of Olga Diaz and
Richard Barron stand out as good
evidence of these qualities. Together they
could be of great help to our city. Now.
When we really need them: their abilities,
their  willingness to work, and their
genuine, feet-on-the-ground commitment
to an infra-structure and to an active and
inclusive climate of mutual respect that
unites and serves our city.

~ M.A. Mareck, long-time schoolteacher
Escondido




It’s Been a Great 2008!

In January 2008, the members of the
Escondido Chamber of Citizens set several
goals for the year.

Outreach Social on Saturday, September
20" at the East Valley Community Center.
The event was a Great

We are happy to announce that
we have achieved many of the
goals set!

We have created a web site,

Success!

Thanks to Carol Rea of the
Escondido Fire Department
and Kevin Barnard of The
Escondido Creek

increased our membership,
supported our neighbors and established
subcommittees to address various quality of
life concerns/issues.

We have volunteered our time with various
non-profits; supported leaders in our
community and spoke at many Planning
Commission and City Council Meetings.

To cap the year off, the Escondido Chamber
of Citizens held a Community-Wide

Conservancy for their
outstanding presentations on "Disaster
Preparedness” and "Sustainable Society".
Many of the attendees commented on the
incredible value of the presentations.

Also, many thanks to Olga Diaz, Blue Mug
Coffee and Tea, for her participation in our
event. As a resident, parent and business
owner, Olga shared her perspective and
ways that she utilizes standards and

Membership & ECOC Web site

techniques to support sustainability and to
prepare for a disaster.

And last, but not least..A super BIG
“Thank You” to all those who attended our
event! We hope that you found the event to
be educational and fun! We are happy that
you were able to attend!

The Escondido Chamber of Citizens’
intention is to hold an annual Community-
wide Outreach Social. Please, join us
again, next September for another event full
of educational value, awesome raffles and
delectable refreshments! We are already
looking forward to it!!!

~ Lisa Prazeau, president

This year the ECOC set and realized many
goals. Two of our most important goals
were 1. To create a web site and 2. increase
membership.

ECOC members worked collectively and as
a result new membership and interest in the
ECOC has increased by leaps and bounds.

In June 2008, we launched our information
packed web site. We designed the site to be
an abundant source of information for
Escondido residents who need direction and
guidance when dealing with City Hall, or
just a place to keep informed about issues
concerning the City.

Additionally, one will find information on

“In The News”

upcoming elections, the General Plan,
current events, and environmental issues.
The site is also designed to be a gateway for
those interested in learning about the
Chamber’s history and mission and most
importantly, a place where those interested
may apply for membership.

The Chamber gladly accepts new members.
Membership is open to any person who is a
bona fide resident of the "Sphere of
Influence” (of Escondido). Persons with
more than one residence must live at least a
majority of each year within the
"Sphere™ (areas within the city boundaries
and those areas projected to become a part
of the city limit boundaries as per the

General Plan).

We invite all to explore our web site, take
advantage of the tools and information it
offers, and most of all, apply for
membership!

The Escondido Chamber of Citizens is thrilled
with the numerous accomplishments of our
group this year.

Our new brochures, our Web site mgins
and now our Newsletter offer
interested parties a venue in which to &5
learn more about the Escondido st
Chamber of Citizens. >

In addition to creating new ECOC marketing
tools, our organization has gained attention
from the local newspapers and even the TV
news stations. We have been on the local TV
News a couple of times and in the newspapers
more than 28 times (you can visit our web site
and link up to the individual stories).

s
N

‘ . our city.

—

One day soon, we hope to receive a phone
call from the local news media requesting a
story specifically about the Escondido
Chamber of Citizens — the
| invitation would be appreciated
| and it would be a means in which
to reach out to more residents in
As a non-partisan
organization, our mission should
appeal to many citizens

throughout our community.

Additionally, the ECOC has been making a
big impression at City Hall. We have created
an effective procedure when presenting our
position regarding Agenda items. Rather than
numerous people presenting the same points,

we have adopted a system in which an
“argument” is prepared and each of our
designated speakers presents a specific portion
of the “argument®. It has been a very effective
way of reaching the council. We understand it
may not be as “popular” with council
members, as it is for us, but we sincerely hope
the council will not try to impede our voices/
our system. We hope the city will recognize
that the forum of public meetings is the best
opportunity for citizens to relay their opinions
and positions; to impede an effective citizens
tool would be the near equivalent of applying
duct tape to our mouths.

As we approach the New Year, the ECOC will
continue to strive to make an impression “In
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Friends of the ECOC

The ECOC has been around for more than
10 years. In that time, we have gained
many friends. We have united with other
grass-roots type organizations to share use-
ful tools and information with each other.

In Poway, a group of residents gathered
together to form the South Poway Residents
Association. The members of the group
have had a significant impact with their
council as a result of their outstanding ef-
forts, over the last couple of years. Their
objective is to ensure that there is fair repre-
sentation and consideration of the entire
city‘s residents, at Poway’s City Hall.

In Valley Center, a very motivated group of
residents banned together to oppose an

Rollin’ with TRIP

"':,. “illegitimate Special
- | Planning Area” (ref:
AW sea 3. This

e )

group, the “Heart of

- e

—1Valley Center”,

rocked the Board of
Supervisors’ World when their argument
left no other choice than for the Board to
drop SPA 3A from the County’s General
Plan.

In San Marcos, an extraordinary group of
volunteers have worked tirelessly to present
a growth-control initiative to the voters.
The initiative, called “Prop O” is on the
November ballot (for residents of San Mar-
cos) to vote on. Prop O’s basic purpose is

to help ensure the city stays within the
population and growth guidelines set by the
General Plan, in addition to returning some
of the planning “control” back to the people
— the ones that actually live with the growth.
The ECOC enthusiastically supports the
ProtectSanMarcos group and encourage San
Marcos residents to VVote Yes on Prop O.

The Escondido Chamber of Citizens is
proud to stand with, to work with and to
support these groups. We are happy they
are “Friends of the ECOC”. Their efforts
and contributions to their communities en-
courage us to work harder. Volunteer
groups such as these will help us all realize
our visions of a healthy community.

TRIP. Traffic Relief is Possible! Do you
believe it? Well, it certainly would never
be possible without the incredible actions
of the volunteers of the TRIP group.

For years and years and years, the
members of this non-profit organization
have kept steady tabs on the quality of
our Regional
Transportation ~ System.
They have studied and
analyzed the various
aspects and funding of the
system and determined
that the funding
mechanisms in place
would not support the
needs of the future.

The Impact of EMPAC

Traffic Relief Is Possible

Other measures needed to be adopted in
order to more adequately compensate for
the impacts. TRIP volunteers have
regularly attended Transnet meetings,
sent thousands of mailings to TRIP
members and have spoken with many
government representatives at
SANDAG’s Regional Transportation
Committee and Transnet.

Earlier this year, SANDAG’s
Regional Transportation
Committee members voted to
accept measures that requires
compliance with the minimum
$2,000/dwelling unit fee
required to meet the terms of the
SANDAG Transnet Extension

(Transnet 2) Tax — a provision to help
pay the costs of “regionally significant
arterial” routes required by new
development.

While the results of this April 25, 2008
acceptance of TDIF (Transportation
Development Impact Fees) is good news ,
there is still much work to be done.

TRIP needs help keeping “the pressure on
for a regional traffic impact fees that

better reflect the true cost of new
development on regional roads”.

Write to them today, for more
information:

TRIP (Traffic Relief is Possible), 1021
Madison Avenue, Escondido, CA 92027.

It has been an extremely busy year for
EMPAC. The Escondido Mobile/
Manufactured-Home  Positive  Action
Committee (EMPAC) is the lead
organization supporting residents of our
mobile home parks.

For many months earlier this year, EMPAC
worked feverishly to educate mobile/
manufactured-home park residents about
two very important Propositions on the June
‘08 ballot. Proposed Proposition 98 would
“lead to higher rents for all mobile home
owners”, while Proposition 99 would
“preserve homeowner protections”. Thanks
to the “Impact of EMPAC” campaigning

efforts against 98 and for 99 — mobile home
owners were saved from a precarious
dilemma when the majority of voters
rejected Prop 98 and approved 99.

Currently, EMPAC is sponsoring a petition
for TERM LIMITS for the City Council and
Mayoral positions. It will limit members to
serving two consecutive terms (8 years).
The increased amount of political power by
long-term incumbents often results in a loss
of true representation for the City’s
residents. Escondido is in need of new
faces and fresh ideas.

If you would like more information about

EMPAC or if you would like to volunteer
some of your time to gather signatures from
your neighbors and friends for this
important Initiative, , please call one of
these numbers: 747-4107; 738-7355 or 746-
7366. Call today to request a EMPAC
Newsletter.

~ Joan DeVries

EMPAC

Escondido Mobile/Manufactured Home
Positive Action Committee
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Kurt Nunez and Pam Stahl.

“A cloudy day is no match for a sunny
disposition.”

The Escondido Chamber of Citizens...
We Are a Non-Profit Organization
We Are a Political Action Committee
We Are Non-Partisan
We Are Committed to Representing the Interest of the Average Resident
We Are Volunteers in the Community
We Are Uniting the Voices of the Citizens
You, too can become a part of this unique and impressive organization!

On December 2nd, the Escondido Chamber of Citizens will hold (one of)
our General Membership Meetings (which includes election of officers for
the next year). The date also happens to be our Holiday Party — we are
known to have dishes that are most-pleasing to the palette — we would be
delighted to greet new faces.

Please, contact us today and let us know how we can be of service.

~ William Arthur Ward

...Have A Good Day!

Our Mission & Commitment

ECOC Meetings Calendar 2009

Mission Statement: The Escondido Chamber of Citizens'
unique mission is to represent the interests of the average
resident, to assist neighborhood groups, to engage in educational
efforts regarding public issues and work with officials at all
levels to assure the members of our community an optimum
quality of life.

The Escondido Chamber of Citizens typically meets at 6:00 p.m. on
the fourth Tuesday of each month. For location and/or more
information, please call 760-839-9128 or e-mail ECOC@cox.net

The Escondido Chamber of Citizens will:
Assist and represent the interests of the average resident of
Escondido. Disseminate information of educational value.
Work with neighborhood groups, community members,
neighborhood associations, and public officials to identify
issues, concerns and desires.
Engage in community activities that recognize the value of
our fellow community members. And have some fun doing
it!
Promote opportunities which emphasize the importance of
well-planned, fiscally responsible , controlled and managed
growth to help ensure an optimum quality of life for all.
Help groups disseminate information via our webs site.
Research  public issue items and support initiatives,
leaders and political candidates that represent the majority
of the residents of Escondido.
Keep it real...that’s slang for ...honest.

the esconglidq
CHAMBERoF

ITIZENS

January 27th
February 24th
March 24th
April 28th
May 26th
June 23rd
July 28th
August 25th

September 19th
(Annual Community-Wide Outreach Event)

October 27th

November
(No Meeting)

December 5th
(General Membership Meeting (includes election of officers for the next year)
and Annual Holiday Party)

..uniting the voices of the citizens

"l have always known that at last 1 would
take this road, but yesterday | did not know
that it would be today.”

~ Ariwara Narihira - 9th Century Japan




